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• This unit, either alone or in combi-

nation with an amplifier and 
headphones or speakers, may be 
capable of producing sound levels that 
could cause permanent hearing loss. 
Do not operate for a long period of 
time at a high volume level, or at a 
level that is uncomfortable. If you 
experience any hearing loss or ringing 
in the ears, you should immediately 
stop using the unit, and consult an 
audiologist.
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011
• Do not allow any objects (e.g., 

flammable material, coins, pins); or 
liquids of any kind (water, soft drinks, 
etc.) to penetrate the unit.
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012c
• Immediately turn the power off, 

remove the AC adaptor from the 
outlet, and request servicing by your 
retailer, the nearest Roland Service 
Center, or an authorized Roland 
distributor, as listed on the “Infor-
mation” page when:
• The AC adaptor or the power-

supply cord has been damaged; or
• If smoke or unusual odor occurs
• Objects have fallen into, or liquid 

has been spilled onto the unit; or
• The unit has been exposed to rain 

(or otherwise has become wet); or
• The unit does not appear to operate 

normally or exhibits a marked 
change in performance.
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• In households with small children, an 

adult should provide supervision until 
the child is capable of following all the 
rules essential for the safe operation of 
the unit.
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• Protect the unit from strong impact.
 (Do not drop it!)
..................................................................................................

015
• Do not force the unit’s power-supply 

cord to share an outlet with an unrea-
sonable number of other devices. Be 
especially careful when using 
extension cords—the total power used 
by all devices you have connected to 
the extension cord’s outlet must never 
exceed the power rating (watts/
amperes) for the extension cord. 
Excessive loads can cause the 
insulation on the cord to heat up and 
eventually melt through.

..................................................................................................
016
• Before using the unit in a foreign 

country, consult with your retailer, the 
nearest Roland Service Center, or an 
authorized Roland distributor, as 
listed on the “Information” sheet.
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• Batteries must never be recharged, 

heated, taken apart, or thrown into fire 
or water.

..................................................................................................
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101b
• The unit and the AC adaptor should 

be located so their location or position 
does not interfere with their proper 
ventilation.
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• Always grasp only the output plug or 

the body of the AC adaptor when 
plugging into, or unplugging from, 
this unit or an outlet.
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• Any accumulation of dust between the 

AC adaptor and the power outlet can 
result in poor insulation and lead to 
fire. Periodically wipe away such dust 
with a dry cloth. Also, disconnect the 
power plug from the power outlet 
whenever the unit is to remain unused 
for an extended period of time.
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• Try to prevent cords and cables from 

becoming entangled. Also, all cords 
and cables should be placed so they 
are out of the reach of children.
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• Never climb on top of, nor place heavy 

objects on the unit.
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• Never handle the AC adaptor body, or 

its output plugs, with wet hands when 
plugging into, or unplugging from, an 
outlet or this unit.
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• Before moving the unit, disconnect the 

AC adaptor and all cords coming from 
external devices.

..................................................................................................
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• Before cleaning the unit, turn off the 

power and unplug the AC adaptor 
from the outlet (P. 16).

..................................................................................................

110b
• Whenever you suspect the possibility 

of lightning in your area, disconnect 
the AC adaptor from the outlet.
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111: Selection
• If used improperly, batteries may 

explode or leak and cause damage or 
injury. In the interest of safety, please 
read and observe the following 
precautions (P. 15).

1
• Carefully follow the installation 

instructions for batteries, and make 
sure you observe the correct 
polarity.

2
• Avoid using new batteries together 

with used ones. In addition, avoid 
mixing different types of batteries.

3
• Remove the batteries whenever the 

unit is to remain unused for an 
extended period of time.

5
• If a battery has leaked, use a soft 

piece of cloth or paper towel to 
wipe all remnants of the discharge 
from the battery compartment. 
Then install new batteries. To avoid 
inflammation of the skin, make sure 
that none of the battery discharge 
gets onto your hands or skin. 
Exercise the utmost caution so that 
none of the discharge gets near 
your eyes. Immediately rinse the 
affected area with running water if 
any of the discharge has entered the 
eyes.

6
• Never keep batteries together with 

metallic objects such as ballpoint 
pens, necklaces, hairpins, etc.
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• Used batteries must be disposed of in 

compliance with whatever regula-
tions for their safe disposal that may 
be observed in the region in which you 
live.

..................................................................................................
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Main Features
■ Making Your Own Rhythm Pattern Arrangements with Style Play 
With the DR-3, you can enjoy performing rhythm patterns made up of drum and bass sounds. 
You can add fill-ins and switch patterns while you play, making it easy to develop choruses, 
bridges, and solos for your songs.

■ 100 Different Preset Styles
The DR-3 comes with 100 different prepared Styles in a variety of genres, including Rock, Funk, 
Hip Hop, Jazz, Latin, and more. You can also create up to 100 of your own original Styles.

■ TSC (Total Sound Control) Function
This includes two types of effects, “Sound Shape,” which adjusts the overall tone of the sound, 
and “Ambience,” which alters the overall acoustic characteristics.

This feature makes it easy to attain the sound you want, whether it be a harder sound for Rock, 
an acoustic sound for Jazz, or the sound you get when performing live on stage.

Sound Shape and Ambience each includes eight presets and eight memories you can use to store 
your own favorite settings.

■ Control the DR-3 with a Foot Switch
The DR-3 allows you to connect up to two (optional) foot switches. You can use your foot to 
control the DR-3 as you perform, making this perfect for jam sessions and live performances. 
You can a variety of functions to the foot switches, including switching patterns and turning the 
Variation function on and off.

■ Variation Function Lets You Enjoy a Wide Variety of Arrangements
The DR-3 includes a Variation function that lets you play different arrangements within songs, 
for example arrangements to build up the excitement, quieter ones for vocal solos, along with a 
wide variety of other arrangements.

■ Produce Rhythm Patterns Automatically in Auto Mode
In Auto mode, you can produce songs by having the rhythm patterns be changed automatically 
every eight or sixteen measures, allowing you to enjoy jam sessions once you start a song, 
without having to operate the DR-3.

■ High-Quality Instrument Sounds–Ghost Notes, Too
The DR-3 features special “soft shot,” “double shot,” and “buzz shot” sounds for use as snare 
ghost notes. Using these makes it possible to get even more realistic rhythm patterns.

■ Dynamics-Capable Pad Keys
The pad keys on the DR-3 are capable of producing dynamics. The volume changes in response 
to the force you use to play the pads.

This lets you alter the sound you play depending on how hard you hit the pads, such as for hard 
shots and soft shots on the snare.
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Main Features

                  
■ Setting the Tempo with Tap Tempo Function
You can set tempos just by tapping the button at the desired timing.

■ Key Shift Function
You can easily change the key in which you are playing.

You can also easily get flat-tuning of a guitar, or match the key used by a different instrument, 
such as a sax.

■ Convenient Song Composing and Performing Functions
While basically following procedures similar to those used in performing Styles, you can create 
songs intuitively with the panel pads.

After you create a song, you can add cymbal crashes, change bass phrases, and edit specific 
portions of songs.

■ Synchronize Performances with Digital Recorders and Sequencers
Using MIDI, you can synchronize performances with digital recorders (such as those in the BR 
Series) and sequencers, or start and stop the DR-3 using a GT-6.

■ Equipped with Both Phono Jacks and Phone Jacks
In addition to 1/4” phone jacks, the DR-3 also features RCA phono jacks, which let you connect 
a variety of other devices, such as mixers, amps, and audio systems.

■ Compact Body
The DR-3 is lightweight, compact, and very portable. And since the unit can be powered with 
batteries, you can use it just about anywhere.
7















Panel Descriptions
Rear Panel
fig.jack

1. MIDI IN connector
External MIDI device can be connected to this connector.

2. FOOT SW (Switch) jack
By connecting a foot switch, you can obtain pedal control over the start and stop of performances, 
switching the patterns, or other actions.

3. OUTPUT jack R (MONO) / L (PHONES)
Provides output of the audio signals. Connect to your amp, stereo system, or similar equipment.
For monaural output use the R (MONO) jack.
For a set of headphones use the L (PHONES) jack.
* You cannot get monaural output while simultaneously using the headphones.

4. OUTPUT jack R / L
Provides output of the audio signals. Connect to your amp, stereo system, or similar equipment.
Connect cables having RCA phono plugs here.

5. VOLUME knob
Adjusts the volume from the OUTPUT jacks.

6. POWER switch
Switches the power on and off.

7. AC Adaptor jack
You can use a separately sold AC adapter (BOSS PSA series).

8. Security Slot ( )
http://www.kensington.com/

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Chapter 10 Creating Your Own Kits
Copying the Kit

This copies the kit to the User kit (U01–U50).
fig.09-19d

Press [ENTER].
fig.09-20d

Turn the VALUE dial to select the number for the 
kit to be copied, then press [ ].

fig.09-21d

Turn the VALUE dial to select the copy-
destination kit number, then press [ ].

fig.09-22d

Press [ENTER] to execute the copy.

If you press [ ], you’re taken back to the screen 
you were in immediately before that.

You can press [EXIT] to cancel the procedure, and 
go back to the previous screen.
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Parameter List
Kit

Kit Kit P1 - P50, U1 - U50

Instrument Inst “Instrument/Bass Tone List” (p. 104)

Level Level 0 - 15

Pan Pan L7 - CENTER - R7

Kit Name <NAME> 8 letters

Kit Copy <COPY>

Sound Shape

Sound Shape Shape P1 - P8, U1 - U8

Equalizer Switch EQ / Switch OFF, ON

Equalizer Input EQ / Input -24 dB - +12 dB

Equalizer Low Type EQ (Low) / Type Shelving, Peaking

Equalizer Low Gain EQ (Low) / Gain -12 dB - +12 dB

Equalizer Low Frequency EQ (Low) / Freq 20 Hz - 2.0 kHz

Equalizer Low Q EQ (Low ) / Q 0.3 - 16.0

Equalizer Middle Gain EQ (Mid) / Gain -12 dB - +12 dB

Equalizer Middle Frequency EQ (Mid) / Freq 20 Hz - 8.0 kHz

Equalizer Middle Q EQ (Mid) / Q 0.3 - 16.0

Equalizer High TYPE EQ (High) / Type Shelving, Peaking

Equalizer High Gain EQ (High) / Gain -12 dB - +12 dB

Equalizer High Frequency EQ (High) / Freq 500 Hz - 14.0 kHz

Equalizer High Q EQ (High) / Q 0.3 - 16.0

Equalizer Out Level EQ / OutLevel -24 dB - +12 dB

Compressor Switch COMP / Switch OFF, ON

Compressor Sprit Frequency L COMP / SpritL 20 Hz - 800 Hz

Compressor Sprit Frequency H COMP / SpritH 1.6 kHz - 14.0 kHz

Compressor Low Threshold COMP(Low) / Thres -30 dB - +6 dB

Compressor Low Ratio COMP(Low) / Ratio 1: 1.00 - 1: 16.0, 1: INF

Compressor Low Attack COMP(Low) / Attack 0 ms - 100 ms

Compressor Low Release COMP(Low) / Release 50 ms - 5000 ms

Compressor Middle Threshold COMP(Mid) / Thres -30 dB - +6 dB

Compressor Middle Ratio COMP(Mid) / Ratio 1: 1.00 - 1: 16.0, 1: INF

Compressor Middle Attack COMP(Mid) / Attack 0 ms - 100 ms

Compressor Middle Release COMP(Mid) / Release 50 ms - 5000 ms

Compressor High Threshold COMP(Hi) / Thres -30 dB - +6 dB

Compressor High Ratio COMP(Hi) / Ratio 1: 1.00 - 1: 16.0, 1: INF

Compressor High Attack COMP(Hi) / Attack 0 ms - 100 ms

Compressor High Release COMP(Hi) / Release 50 ms - 5000 ms

Compressor Low Level COMP / Low Lev -60 dB - +6 dB

Compressor Middle Level COMP / Mid Lev -60 dB - +6 dB

Compressor High Level COMP / High Lev -60 dB - +6 dB

Compressor Out Level COMP / OutLevel -60 dB - +6 dB

Sound Shape Name <NAME> 6 letter

Sound Shape Copy <COPY>
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Memo ...
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